WEEK OF:________________________________________________
	MONDAY
	TUESDAY
	WEDNESDAY
	THURSDAY
	FRIDAY

	Color Patterns Explore patterns all around you.  Encourage your child to find color patterns in nature (ex: butterfly wings) and to create patterns of his own using sidewalk chalk,  laying out different colored vegetables on a tray for a party, or with a simple paper and coloring tools.  Younger children will begin with 2 colors (red/blue), while older children may discover more complex patterns (red/blue/blue/yellow). 
	Perimeter Explain to your child that the perimeter is the distance around the outside of an object.  Ask him to measure the perimeter of his room (using a yard stick, measuring tape, or ruler).  Next, see if he can figure out the perimeter of a larger space such as a back deck or your whole backyard!  This could keep him busy for a while!
	Flip a Coin!  The basics of probability begin with flipping a coin.  Tell your child that when you flip a coin, it has the same chance of landing on heads or tails.  Ask him to flip a coin 50 times, recording each flip on a paper under the headings HEADS or TAILS.  Tell him what should happen is that the number of heads and tails should be about equal (because of the equal chance), but that it won’t necessarily work out that way.
	Shape Hunt  Talk about some of the basic 2-D shapes (square, rectangle, circle, triangle) and for older kids, discuss some other 
2-D shapes (pentagon, hexagon, octagon, rhombus, trapezoid, parallelogram, etc…).  Go on a Shape Hunt and see how many of the shapes you can find. 
	Alphabet Symmetry Talk to your child about objecst that are symmetrical (both sides look exactly the same, only as a mirror image of one another).  If you can trace a straight line (vertically, horizontally, diagonally) through an object, pretend you are folding it on that line, and both sides of the object match up, then the object is said to have a line of symmetry, or be symmetrical.  Some objects have more than one line of symmetry.
Carefully write all the uppercase (capital) letters on a piece of paper.  See if your child can determine which letters are symmetrical by drawing a line of symmetry.  Watch out for the S and Z!

	Contractions  Explain to your child that a contraction is two words pushed together to form a shorter version of the two words (ex: can’t or I’ll).  See how many contractions he can think of, and ask him to write out the two words that make up each contraction.  As he spells each contraction, be sure to point out that most of the time, the first word is spelled out in its entirety, while the second word gets some letters removed and replaced with an apostrophe.
	Dictionary  Talk to your child about the guide words at the top of dictionary pages (they are the first and last word on any given page).  Give him a list of words to find in the dictionary.  Point out that the dictionary not only tells you how to spell a word and its definition, but it also tells you the part of speech (noun, verb, adjective, etc.) and how to pronounce the word (the phonetic code in parentheses).  Show your child these often overlooked text features. 
	Syllables  Tell your child that all words can be divided into syllables, or chunks.  Try clapping the syllables to various words (din-ner has 2 syllables or 2 claps, while mo-tor-cy-cle has 4 syllables or 4 claps).  Syllables are important for children when they are spelling words (to be able to hear all the parts of a word).
	Editing  Write some simple sentences on a paper, but be sure to make errors in spelling, punctuation and capitalization. Tell your child how many errors there are for him to find.  If your child likes some competition, tell him you will give him one point for every error he finds, but you will score a point for every error he misses.  Ex:  the litle boy went swimmin in the pool (4 errors).  Be sure to only misspell words that you think your child will know.
	Text to Text  As your child reads his book (or as you read a book to your younger child), ask him to be thinking of connections he can make from this book to other books he has read in the past.  Have him put his connections on sticky notes and stick them on the page of his book.  Look over the sticky notes together to discuss.  Ex:  Your child is reading a Magic Tree House book and he makes the connection to another mystery book he read, noting that in both books the young detectives found clues in the forest.
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